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The Love of God in Us: It’s Worth Living For 

1 Cor 13:1-13 1 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding 
brass or a clanging cymbal. 2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and 
all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am 
nothing. 3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, 
but have not love, it profits me nothing. 
4 Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; 5 does 
not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; 6 does not rejoice in iniquity, 
but rejoices in the truth; 7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
8 Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are tongues, they will 
cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part. 
10 But when that which is perfect has come, then that which is in part will be done away. 
11 When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child; but when I 
became a man, I put away childish things. 12 For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. 
Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known. 
13 And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love. 

Introduction 

1 John 4:20 If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother 
whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen? 

1. The love of God in us provides the capacity and the quality of love 

Luke 7:47 Therefore I say to you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved much. But to whom little is 
forgiven, the same loves little.” 

1 John 4:19 We love Him because He first loved us. 

2. The love of God in us provides a clean slate of the past, and the chance for others to make over 

1 Cor 13:4-5 4 Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; 5 does 
not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; 

1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

Phil 4:8 Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, 
whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any 
virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these things. 

3. The love of God in us provides protection, refuge, and defense for loved ones 

1 Cor 13:6-7 6 does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; 7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things. 

1 Pet 4:8 And above all things have fervent love for one another, for “love will cover a multitude of sins.” 
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4. The love of God in us provides hope to others in “dead end” and “sinking sand” situations 

1 Cor 13:7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 

2 Cor 1:3-4 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all 
comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those who are in any 
trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. 

Gen 8:11 Then the dove came to him in the evening, and behold, a freshly plucked olive leaf was in her mouth; 
and Noah knew that the waters had receded from the earth. 

Gen 8:1 Then God remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the animals that were with him in the ark. 
And God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters subsided. 

John 8:7-11 7 So when they continued asking Him, He raised Himself up and said to them, “He who is without sin 
among you, let him throw a stone at her first.” 8 And again He stooped down and wrote on the ground. 
9 Then those who heard it, being convicted by their conscience, went out one by one, beginning with 
the oldest even to the last. And Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst. 10 When 
Jesus had raised Himself up and saw no one but the woman, He said to her, “Woman, where are those 
accusers of yours? Has no one condemned you?” 
11 She said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said to her, “Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more.” 

Conclusion 

Rom 15:14 Now I myself am confident concerning you, my brethren, that you also are full of goodness, filled with 
all knowledge, able also to admonish one another. 

Heb 13:5 Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For He Himself 
has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” 

Rom 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according 
to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. 

Rom 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called 
according to His purpose. 


