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Claiming Back the Lost First Love for God 

Rev 2:2-5 2 “I know your works, your labor, your patience, and that you cannot bear those who are evil. And you 
have tested those who say they are apostles and are not, and have found them liars; 3 and you have 
persevered and have patience, and have labored for My name’s sake and have not become weary. 4 
Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love. 5 Remember therefore from 
where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, or else I will come to you quickly and remove your 
lampstand from its place—unless you repent. 

Introduction 

Psa 51:12 Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, and uphold me by Your generous Spirit. 

1. Letting ourselves become stagnant Christians 

Rev 2:2-4 2 “I know your works, your labor, your patience, and that you cannot bear those who are evil. And you 
have tested those who say they are apostles and are not, and have found them liars; 3 and you have 
persevered and have patience, and have labored for My name’s sake and have not become weary. 4 
Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love. 

2. Letting ourselves remain as “ABC” Christians 

1 Cor 3:2-3 2 I fed you with milk and not with solid food; for until now you were not able to receive it, and even now 
you are still not able; 3 for you are still carnal. For where there are envy, strife, and divisions among you, 
are you not carnal and behaving like mere men? 

3. Letting ourselves run out of oil, gas, and batteries 

Col 1:9-10 9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you 
may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 that you may 
walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the 
knowledge of God; 

1 Thess 5:17-19 17 pray without ceasing, 18 in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 
19 Do not quench the Spirit. 
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4. Letting ourselves give in to the fleshly mind 

1 Cor 3:3 for you are still carnal. For where there are envy, strife, and divisions among you, are you not carnal 
and behaving like mere men? 

Gal 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I 
now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. 

Zech 4:6 So he answered and said to me: “This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor by 
power, but by My Spirit,’ says the LORD of hosts. 

5. Letting ourselves rebel against God 

1 Cor 3:3-4 3 for you are still carnal. For where there are envy, strife, and divisions among you, are you not carnal 
and behaving like mere men? 4 For when one says, “I am of Paul,” and another, “I am of Apollos,” are 
you not carnal? 

Gal 5:19-21 19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 
20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, 
heresies, 21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I 
also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

6. Letting ourselves resort to playing in the dirt 
 

7. Remember, repent, and re-do: Hear what the Spirit has to say 

Rev 2:5, 7 5 Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, or else I will come to 
you quickly and remove your lampstand from its place—unless you repent. 7 “He who has an ear, let 
him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes I will give to eat from the tree of 
life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God.” ’ 

1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 


